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Ordo Curiæ. 


HERE AS by an Order of this Court, bearing Date the 
17th Day of December, 1724. Reciting, That his Majeſty had 
been pleaſed to appoint a Committee of ſeveral Lords and 
others of his moſt Honourable Privy Council, to make ſome 

Enquiries concerning the Court of Chancery, and particu- 

larly concerning the Monies of the Suitors of this Court, in the Hands 

of the Maſters, or other Officers of this Court, and to conſider which 
way the ſame might be beſt ſecured ; and the Lord Chancellor having 
at their Deſire, ordered the ſeveral Maſters to give in their reſpective Ac- 
compts, which they accordingly did; And that Mr. Baron Gilbert, Mr. Ju- 
ſtice Denton, and Mr. Juſtice Raymond, and likewiſe Sir Nathaniel Gould, 
Mr. Thompſon and Mr. Hanger, three of the Directors, and one of them De- 


puty-Governour of the Bank, having been appointed and deſired by the ſaid 
Committee to inſpect and examine the ſaid Accompts, and that they had pro- 


ceeded ſo to do: And, that after having been ſeveral Times attended by the 


ſaid Maſters, they had made a Report thereof to the ſaid Committee of Coun- 


cil, whereby it appeared, that tho all the Maſters of this Court, had produced 
before them all the Securities and Certificates of their having the Stock 
and Annuities in their Names, which upon their Accompts, they appeared to 
be chargeable with, as belonging to the Suitors of the Court; and that much 
the greater part of the Maſters, had brought before Mr. Baron Gert and the 
other Perſons above- named, their Caſh and Securities caſily convertible into 
Money, Certificates of Stock and Annuities, ſufficient to make good the 
Ballance of their Accompts; Yet upon the ſaid Report, it appeared that 
there were then conſiderable Deficiencies of Monies, which were in the 


Hands of ſome Maſters who were dead; and that ſome of the preſent Ma- F 


ſters had not produced the Ballance of their Caſh, nor given a ſatisfactory 
Account how the ſame are to be made good: And that it not having been 
uſual for the Maſters of the Court to give Security for the Money in their 
Hands, the ſaid Committee thought it adviſeable, that till that Affair 
could be more maturely conſidered, and proper Meaſures cſtabliſhed for 
Security of the Suitors of the Court, the Effects therein and herein after 
mentioned, which had, upon that Occaſion been produced, ſhould be for the 
then preſent, ſecured in the Manner therein mentioned, and recommended to 
the Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor to take ſuch Order therein, as ſhould 
be proper: And that the Premiſes being communicated to all the ſaid Maſters, 
and the Report then read in the Preſence of them all, except Mr, Az- 
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naſton, who was then indiſpoſed, and thereby prevented from attending: 
And that upon hearing what was alledged by the ſaid Maſters, and the Facts 
of the ſaid Report, ſo far as concerned their reſpeive Securities in their 
Hands, and Power, and the Ballance of Caſh in their Hands not being 
controverted, his Lordſhip did therefore order, that the ſaid Maſters Mr. Hol- 
ford, Mr. Lovibond, Mr. John Bennet, Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Lightboun, Mr. 
Conway, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Thomas Bennet, Mr. Elde, and Mr. Thurſton, 
all then preſent, and likewiſe Mr. Knaſton, ſhould forthwith prepare and 
ſend to the Bank of England, every one a Cheſt, with one Lock and 
Haſps for two Padlocks, the Key of the Lock to be kept by the Maſter, 
and the Key of one of the Padlocks by Mr. Smith and Mr. Malthus, 
two of the Six Clerks of this Court, or one of them, and the Key of 
the other by the Governour, Deputy-Governour or Caſhier of the Bank; 
and that all the Bonds, Exchequer Annuities and Orders, and other Se- 
curities given in upon their ſaid Accounts, as Securities belonging to the 
Suitors of the Court, or as the proper Securities of the ſaid Maſters, to- 
wards making good the Ballance of their reſpective Caſh, and likewiſc 
Bank Notes and Caſh ſo given in, and not ſince paid to, or laid out for, 
the Suitors of the Court, ſhould be depoſited in the ſaid Cheſts, under the 
Inſpection of Mr. Baron Gilbert, and the other Perſons appointed as aforc- 
ſaid, to inſpect the Maſters Accounts, or ſome of them; and that then 
the Cheſts ſhould be lockt up and left in the Cuſtody of the Bank of 
England; but ſo to be kept, as that the Maſters might have eaſy Acceſs 
thereto, to comply with the Orders of this Court, till further Order ſhould 
be taken concerning the ſame : And further reciting, That. whereas the 
Mafters had in their ſeveral Accounts, given in Particulars of Stock and 
of Annuitics transferrable in the Books of the ſeveral Companies, ſtand- 
ing in their Names, which belonged to the ſeveral Suitors of this Court, 
or as their own proper Stock and Aunuitics, by which, part of the 
Ballance of Caſh in their Hands might be made good or ſecured; It was there- 
by further ordered, that they ſhould each of them forthwith deliver in to the 
reſpective Companies a Declaration in Writing, wherein ſuch Stock in each 
reſpective Company, or the Annuities there transferrable, as by their reſpective 
Accompts appeared to belong to the Suitors of the Court; and likewiſe the 
Stock and Annuities, by them reſpectively propoſed, towards making good and 
ſecuring their Ballance of Caſh, or ſo much thereof as ſhould equal the Bal- 
lance of their ſaid Accompt in caſe they had in their Names more than ſuffici- 
ent for that purpoſe, ſhould be declared to be upon Truſt to attend the Orders 
of this Court, and the ſaid reſpective Companies were to take care that proper 
Entries ſhould be made thereof in their Books, ſo that ſuch Stock or Annuity 
ſhould not be transferred but by order or leave of the Court: And the ſaid 
Maſters, upon performing the Order above, were to take proper Certificates 
ſigned by Mr. Baron Giibert and the other Perſons appointed as aforeſaid 
to inſpect the ſaid Accompts, or ſome of them, and by the Perſons keeping the 
Keys of the ſaid Cheſts, of the Particulars of the Bonds and other Securities and 
Caſh-Notes depoſited and lockt up in ſuch Cheſts as aforeſaid, and Certifi- 
cates ſigned by the ſame Perſons and by a proper Officer of the Bank, That 
ſuch Cheſts arc depoſited in the Bank, and Certificates ſigned by the proper 
Officer of the reſpective Companies, of the Declarations made as aforeſaid by 
the reſpective Maſters, and of the Entries thereof; And it was thereby further 
ordered, that Goldſmiths Notes produced by the ſaid Maſters in giving in their 
Accounts, ſhould be by them turned into Bank-Notes and fo depoſited as afore- 


ſaid; 
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ſaid; and the ſaid ſeveral Maſters were forthwith to give Mr. Baron Gilbert Poſt- 
Accompts of their Receipts and Payments fince the former Account, and a Copy 
of the ſaid recited Order was to be delivered to Mr. Kinaſton, he not being 
then preſent, and another Copy left at the Publick- Office of the Maſters with 
their Clerk there, for their more eaſy recourſe thereto, in order to their ex- 
act Compliance therewith. And whereas by another Order of this Court, bear- 
ing date the Twenty firſt Day of December, 1724. reciting in part the Order 
herein before- recited, It is by the ſaid Order of the Twenty firſt Day of De- 
cember, 1724. further ordered, that the ſeveral and reſpective Maſters whole 
Effects lo ordered to be ſecuted, did not amount to the whole Ballance of the 
Caſh admitted in their Accompts, to be in their Hands, ſhould forthwith 
ſecure the reſt of the Ballance of the Caſh appearing to be due on their reſpe- 
ctive Accompts, by depoſiting in like Manner, Bank Notes, or other Effects 
to the Amount thereof; or entring into a Recognizance in a competent Sum 
of Money wich two or more Securities to be approved by Mr. Baron 
Gz/bert, Mr. Juſtice Denton, and Mr. Juſtice Raymond, or any Two of them, 
for duly anſwering from time to time, as this Court ſhould direct, ſuch 
Sum and Sums as the remaining Deficiencies of their ſaid reſpective Ballances 
amounted unto, as in and by the ſaid reſpective Orders may appear. And 
whereas the Vault at the Bank where the Cheſts of the ſaid Maſters are 
kept is locked up, and cannot, according to the Rules and Orders of the Bank 
be opened, unleſs Two of the Directors be. there preſent with their Keys; 
And whereas it will cteate great Trouble, Difficulty, and Expence to the Sui- 
rors, that the Maſters, One of the ſaid Six Clerks, the Caſhier of the Bank, and 
Two of the Directors ſhould attend with their Keys at all Times when any of 
the Cheſts of the Maſters are to be opened, in order to deliver out any of the 
Bonds, Tallies, Orders, ot other Effects to the Suitors, or to receive Intereſt 
thereon; Now the Right Honourable the Lon Ds Commiss1oness for the 
Cuſtody of the Great Seal of Great Britain, having taken into their ſerious 
Conſideration the ill Conſequence and great Prejudice which already hath, 
and may hereafter enſue to the Suitors, by having their Monies left in the 
ſole Power of the Maſters of this Coutt; and likewiſe conceiving that the 
Bonds, Tallies, Orders, and Effects may be as ſafely depoſited with the 
Bank of England, in the Manner herein after mentioned, as if the ſame were 
to remain in their Vault under the Locks before mentioned; And to the 
End, that the Money of the Suitors may be ſecured for their Uſe and Bene— 
fit, with the leaſt Charge and Inconvenience to them, and that they may re- 
ceive further Satisfaction in Relation thereto, and how the ſame is to 
be applied and diſpoſed of, their Lordſhips do order and direct, That every 
Maſter of this Court, together with the ſaid Six Clerks, do go to the Bank 
of England, and open their reſpective Cheſts; and that the ſaid Maſters, to- 
gether with the ſaid Six Clerks, and one of the Caſhiers of the Bank, do 
make a true and perfect Schedule of all the Bonds, Tallies, Orders, and Ef— 
fects depoſited in the ſaid ſeveral Cheſts, ſpecifying their reſpective Num- 
bers, Dates, and Sums, and likewiſe of the Caſh depoſited therein, and do 
by ſuch Schedule deliver over the ſame to the Bank of England; and that 
at the Time of ſuch Delivery, each Maſter ſhall receive from the Bank a Cer- 
tificate of the Receipt of the Bonds, Tallies, Orders, and Effects, and like- 


wiſe of the Caſh fo delivered by each Maſter reſpectively, under the Seal 


of the Bank of England; and that ſuch Certificate be carried by each Ma- 
ſter to the Report-Office, and there filed; and that ſuch Bonds, Tallies, 
Orders, and Effects, and Caſh, be entered Cauſewiſe in Books to be kept by 
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each Maſter in the Report. Office; and that ſuch Maſters as have been defi- 
cient in bringing in their Ballance of Caſh, are hereby required to enter the 
ſame, but not Cauſewiſe, till they ſhall have ſeverally made good their 
whole Deficiencies; and that likewiſe there be centred in ſuch Books, Cauſe. 
wiſe, the ſeveral Stocks of which the Maſters have already declared Truſts in 
the ſaid ſeveral Companies Books; and that an exact Duplicate of ſuch Books 
be kept with the Bank by cach reſpective Maſter. And it is further ordered, 
That the Bank ſhall at all Times hercafter receive all Intereſt due upon ſuch 
Bonds, Tallies, and Orders, as likewiſe the Dividend of all ſuch Stocks in the 
Companies Books of which the Maſters have declared Truſts for the Sui- 
tors of this Court; and that the Maſters do for that purpoſe, by a proper 
Authority, authorize and impower one of the Caſhiers of the Bank to 
receive the ſame; and that from time to time ſuch Intereſt of Money and 
Dividends of Stock be entred in the reſpetive Maſter's Accompts, to 
be ſo kept with the Bank in the ſaid Books; and that the Maſters ſhall, at 
the End of every Term, draw out of their reſpective Books at the Bank, an 
Account in Writing of the Intereſt and Dividends ſo received and entred in 
their Accounts, and enter the fame Cauſewiſe in their reſpective Books at 
the Report- Office. And it is further ordered, That the ſeveral Maſters, in- 
ſtead of the Stock and Annuities of which they have declared Truſts, to an- 
ſwer their Ballance of Caſh, ſhall bring in their Ballance of Caſh, and de- 
poſite the ſame with the Bank. And it is further ordered, That when any 
Money, or Tallies, Orders, or Bonds, at or after the hearing of any Cauſe, ſhall 
hereafter be taken under the Care and Direction of this Court, the Maſter 
named by the Order ſhall direct the Payment of ſuch Money, or the Delivery of 
ſuch Tallies, Orders, and Bonds, into the Bank, and upon Payment or De- 
livery thereof accordingly,the Monies ſo paid, and the Orders, Tallies, and Bonds 
ſo delivered, ſhall be entred in the Maſters Accompts kept with the Bank : But 
the Maſters ſhall have no Power to iſſue any Money entred in their ſaid Ac- 
counts, or to direct any of the ſaid Securities to be delivered out; but the 
ſame ſhall be ordered to be paid or delivered to the Suitors in Manner 
herein after mentioned. And it is further ordered, That when any Money 
ſhall be paid, or Tallies, Orders, or Bonds delivered into the Bank, pur- 
ſuant to the Directions aforeſaid, the Party ſo paying ſuch Money, or de- 
livering in ſuch Tallies, Orders, or Bonds, ſhall take a Certificate from one 
of the Caſhiers of the Bank of his paying and delivering in of the ſame, and 
of their being placed to the proper Maſter's Account, and ſhall carry the 
ſaid Certificate to ſuch Maſter, who ſhall thereupon make his Report of the 
Payment of ſuch Money, or Delivery of ſuch Tallies, Orders, and Bonds 
into the Bank, and file the ſame at the Report-Office; and that the Clerk 
of the ſaid Office do enter the ſame in the Maſter's Book Cauſewiſe, and 
place the ſame to the proper Account of the reſpective Maſter there. And 
it is further ordered, That when any Money ſhall hereafter be directed to 
be laid out on Government Securities, the Species of the particular Securi- 
ties in which the ſame ſhall be directed to be inveſted, be for the future 
mentioned in the Order: And in cafe any of them ſhall conſiſt of Eaſt- 
Inaia Bonds, South-Sea Bonds, or Exchequer Tallies and Orders, the ſame 
ſhall be delivered in at. the Bank, of which Delivery ſuch Certificate ſhall 
be given to ſuch Maſter by one of the Caſhiers of the Bank, as aforeſaid, 
and proper Entries thereof ſhall be made in the Account of the Maſter men- 
tioned in ſuch Order; and if any ſuch Securities ſhall conſiſt of Stock in 
any of the ſaid Companies, ſuch Stock is to be transferred to ſuch Maſter, 
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who ſhall make a Declaration of Truſt in the Companies Books, that the 
ſame is ſubject to the Orders of this Court, and ſhall take a Certifi- 
cate thereof from the proper Officer of the reſpective Company, and 
likewiſe enter the fame in his Book at the Bank, that the Bank may 
receive the Dividends thereupon, and ſhall alſo make a Report of all ſuch 
Securities, which Certificate and Report ſhall be filed at the Report-Office, 
and therein mention and ſpecify the Sums, Dates, and Numbers of ſuch 
Bonds, Tallies, and Orders, and Quantities of Stock, and of the Time of 
the Transfer of ſuch Stock to him, and the Clerk of the Report-Office is 
to enter the Dates, Sums, and Numbers of the Bonds, Tallies, and Orders, 
and Quantities of Stock in ſuch Report mentioned in the proper Maſters 
Books kept there. And it is further ordered, That when any Securities 
depoſited, or to be depoſited at the Bank, ſhall be directed by Order 
of Court to be delivered out, the Regiſter ſhall certify to the Maſter, 
what Security is to be delivered out, together with the Numbers, Dates, 
and Sums of ſuch Securities, and the Name of the Cauſe wherein the 
ſame is to be delivered out ; which Certificate the Clerk in Court, or So- 
licitor in the Cauſe, ſhall deliver to the Maſter, who ſhall counter-ſign 
the ſame; and ſuch Certificate, ſo counter-ſigned, -ſhall be a proper Au- 
thority for the Bank to deliver over ſuch Security, and enter the De- 
livery of ſuch Securities in the Maſter's Accompts, Cauſewiſe. And it is 
hereby declared to be the Duty of the Maſter to ſuperviſe ſuch Entry, 
and to certify the ſame into the Report-Office, there to be filed; and 
for aſcertaining the Times for the delivering out and taking in of Bonds, 
Tallies, and Orders by the Bank, it is hereby ordered, that the ſame ſhall 
be ſo taken in and delivered out on Medneſdays and Fridays in every Week, 
between the Hours of Ten in the Forenoon and One in the Afternoon; 

and the Maſter ſhall receive from the Suitor the uſual Fees for making 
the Report and filing the ſame, and no more, and ſhall anſwer the Fee 
for filing the Report to the Report-Office. And it is further ordered, 
That when any Stock in any of the Companies Books ( of which 
any of the Maſters have or ſhall declare Truſts for any of the Suitors ) 
ſhall be ordered to be transferred by any of the Maſters to the Suitors, 
the Regiſter ſhall certify, under his Hand, to the Maſter, what Stock 
he is by ſuch Order to transfer, and to whom; which Certificate the 
Clerk in Court, or Solicitor in the Cauſe, ſhall carry to the Maſter, 
who ſhall, within one Weck, or at the then next opening of the reſpe- 
ctive Companies Books, attend in Perſon, and deliver ſuch Certificate to 
the proper Officer of ſuch Company, and transfer ſuch Stock, or give ſuf- 
ficient Authority to ſome other Perſon ſo to do: And it is hereby de- 
clared, That ſuch Certificate ſhall be an Authority to the reſpective Compa- 
nies to permit the ſaid Maſter, or other Perſons by them lawfully autho- 
rized, to transfer ſuch Stocks; of which Transfer the Maſter is hereby 
ordered and directed to make his Report, and procure the fame to be filed 
at the Report-Office; for the making and filing of which Report, the 
Maſter ſhall receive from the Suitor the uſual Fees, and anſwer the Fee tor 
filing of the Report to the Report-Office; and the Transfer of ſuch Stock 
ſhall be certified by the Maſter to the Bank, in order that ſuch Stock 
may be diſcharged out of the Account of the Maſter in his Bock there. 
And it is further ordered, That when any Money belonging to the Sui- 
tors of ths Court, received by the Bank, purſuant to this or any other 
Order fo. that purpoſe made, ſhall be directed to be paid by Order of this 
B | Court, 
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Court, the Clerk in Court, or Solicitor in the ſaid Cauſe, do carry the 
ſaid Order to the Maſter, who ſhall forthwith make a Certificate there- 
of, which Certificate ſuch Clerk or Solicitor ſhall forthwith file in the 
Report-Office, and that the Maſter do, by Note under his Hand, draw 
on the Bank for ſuch Money as ſhall be fo directed to be paid, upon 
Cheque-Paper, fairly written, and ſigned by the Maſter, which Note of 
the Maſter ſhall be carried to the Repori-Office, and an Entry made 
thereof in the Maſter's Book there, and an Intratur ſhall be written there- 
on, and ſigned by the Regiſter; which Note ſo entred and ſigned ſhall be 
ſafficient Authority to the Bank to pay ſuch Money to the Perſon men- 
tioned in ſuch Note, or to ſuch Perſon as he or ſhe by Indorſement ſhall 
order to receive the ſame, as likewiſe to write off the ſame from ſuch 
Maſter's Account there. But when any Sum of Money ſhall be dire- 
- Qted to be paid to any Suitor out of ſuch Money ſo to be received by the 
Bank, for Intercſt or Maintenance, the Maſter ſhall, by Note under his 
Hand, upon Cheque-Paper, without any Certificate, draw on the Bank for 
the ſame; and ſuch Note being ſigned by the Maſter, and entred in the Re- 
port-Office, and counter-ſigned by the Regiſter, as is before directed, ſhall be 
a proper Authority for the Bank to pay the ſame. And it is further ordered, 
that Mr. ohn Bennet, Mr. Conway, Mr. Kinaſton and Mr. Thomas Bennet, 
do in their Books, to be kept in the Report-Office and at the Bank, enter 
their reſpective Deficiencies of their Ballance of Caſh, and do forthwith 
ſell the ſeveral Eſtates and Effects that they have conveyed and aſ- 
ſigned to Mr. Holford, and that the Money ariſing by the Sale there- 
of, be by the Purchaſers paid into the Bank; and that the ſaid Maſters 
do immediately pay and make good their ſaid Deficiencies, and in default 
thereof, upon Application to be made by the ſaid Suitors by Petition, 
(for which Petition, no Fee or Reward ſhall be taken) the Court will 
make ſuch further Order for their Relief, as ſhall be juſt: And it is 
hereby further ordered, That Mr. Edwards do forthwith make up the 
Account of what he has received of the Effects of Mr. Dormer, and 
how the ſame has been paid out, when, to whom, and by what Or- 
der: And that Mr. Thurſton do make up the Account of what he 
hath received of the Effects of Mr. Borret, and what he hath paid 
out to the Suitors of the Court, when, to whom, and by what Order; 
And that ſuch Accounts be entred in their reſpective Books at the Re- 
port-Office ; and whatever ſhall be remaining in their Hands due to the 
Suitors of the Court out of the Effects of Mr. Dormer or Mr. Borret, or 
ſhall hereafter come to their Hands, out of the ſaid Effects, ſhall be by 
the ſaid Mr. Edwards and Mr. Thurſton reſpectively paid into the Bank, and 
entred in diſtint Accounts to be kept there ; and upon Petition by the 
Suitors to whom ſuch Money ſhall belong, {for which Petition, no Fee 
or Reward ſhall be taken) the Court will make ſuch further Order 
therein as ſhall be juſt. And it is further ordered, That every Maſter do 
on the firſt Day of every Term, give an Account in Writing, tothe Secretary 
of the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Lords Commiſſioners of the Great 
Seal, for the Time being, of all Monies and Securities, or Stocks that 
they have iſſued or transferred in the reſpective Cauſes before them, ſince 
their laſt Account, together with the Dates of ſuch Orders; and that the 
Maſters do diligently from Time to Time compare ſuch Account with their 
Books kept at the Report-Office, and at the Bank: And it is further or- 
dered, that all the preſent Maſters of this Court, and every othen ar 
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who ſhall hereafter be admitted and ſworn as a Maſter of this Court, and 
all other Perſons whatſoever, do in all Things conform to, and obſerve this 
Order, and all Matters and Things herein contained: And it is further or- 
dered, that no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, ſhall receive or take any Fee 
or Reward for doing or tranſacting any Buſineſs, Matter or Thing, in pur- 
ſuance of this Order, other than the Maſters of this Court and the Clerk of 
the Report. Office reſpectively; And the Maſter ſhall only take the ſame Fee 
for a Certificate as they have been intituled to for a Report, and no more z 
and the Clerk of the Report. Oſſice ſhall only take the ſame Fee for filing the 
Certificate or Report, as the Clerk of the Report-Office has been intituled 
unto for filing the ſame: And that any Perſon preſuming to take any new 
Fee or Reward, ſhall be looked upon as guilty of Extortion, and upon 
Complaint thereof, made to the Court, ſhall be puniſhed with the utmoſt 
Severity: And it is further ordered, that this Order be forthwith publiſh- 


ed, and ſet up in all the Offices belonging to this Court, concerned in 
this Order. | 


E. G. Intr ( 
J. Jekyll, C. 8. 


Jeff. Gilbert, C. 8. 
K. Raymond, C. 8. 
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